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been the driving force behind
one of Britain’s first community-
owned hydroelectric schemes —
Torrs Hydro New Mills in Der-
byshire ~which is expected to
become operational ' this
autumn.

Steve Welsh, the managing
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duce a hydroelectric scheme in

Settle, North Yorkshire, that

could generate 180,000KwH of
electricity a year, which is
enough power to provide heat
and light for 50 houses. If it
secures planning permission,
the Settle scheme could start by
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Archimedean screw — that dates
from the time of Christ. But it’s
the Archimedean screw with a
twist. Instead of being used to

- push water uphill, by turning the

screw around, the water from
the weir will run down the screw,
turning it and generating elec-
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to save approx 6,500 tonnes of
carbon emissions per year by
installing around 5MW of
renewable energy by 2015. This
is the equivalent of saving 18
million car miles per year and
supplying upwards of 10,000
homes. i

i
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schemes would provide power
for the equivalent of 400 average
houses, so you're not really talk-
ing about a whole town’s elec-
tricity supply.

“All we are doing is putting the
industrial heritage of the north
back into use. The Settle scheme
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scheme, although there was rep-
resentation from other river
users, who were very concerned
about what we might be doing
with the water. We try to reassure
people that we are an environ-
mental company, so we do take
into ati;count every other use of

own.

the water. We have got a lot of
regulatory processes to go
through involving the Environ-
ment Agency and the planning
authority.”

Water Power Enterprises is

supported by the European
Regional Development Fund,
Friends of the Earth, and Future
Energy Yorkshire, a public sec-
tor-funded body that encour-
ages the use of renewable
energy.

greg.wright@ypp.co. ik
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